
Autumn 1 2026 - 2027

Welcome to our What's On This Term newsletter.  

This edition is packed with important dates, exciting 
events, educational visits and special opportunities 
taking place across the school in the weeks ahead.  

From curriculum enrichment experiences and parent 
workshops to celebrations, performances and 
awareness events, there is plenty for our children to 
look forward to.  

We hope this newsletter helps you stay informed and 
plan ahead as we work together to ensure every child 
enjoys a successful and memorable term.  

Thank you for your continued support. We look forward 
to sharing these exciting experiences with our school 
community. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ms S. Feenan 
Headteacher 

Year 6 Liverpool Secondary 
School Application Deadline 

A reminder that the Year 6 to Year 7 
admissions transfer application 
window is open. 
The window will close at 11:59pm on 
31/10/26. 

Please ensure you have applied for 
your child’s secondary school place 
(current Year 6 pupils only) by 
11:59pm on 31/10/26. 

Applications are to be made using 
the link below: 
www.liverpool.gov.uk/admissions 

Autumn Term 2026 Dates 

The Autumn Term dates are as follows: 
Autumn 1 Term: 
Tuesday 01/09/26 - School Closed to Pupils - INSET 

Wednesday 02/09/26 - Thursday 22/10/26 

Friday 23/10/26 - School Closed to Pupils- INSET 

Half Term  
Monday 26/10/26- Friday 30/10/26 
Autumn 2 Term: 
Monday 02/11/26 - Friday 18/12/26 

Christmas Holidays Term  
Monday 21/12/26 - Friday 01/01/27 

Pupils return to school after the  
Christmas Holidays on  
Monday 4th January 2027. 

School Photograph 
Day 2026 

School photograph day 
for all pupils will take 
place on Tuesday 
29/09/26. Photographs 
will be viable to 
purchase through our 
provider. 

Further information will 
be sent out on Arbor by 
the School Admin team. 

Barlows Primary School 
What’s On Newsletter - Autumn 1 -  2026-2027

Sign up to our website calendar and 
receive dates direct to your mobile 
phone calendar! 

Sign up to our digital calendar at: 

https://barlowsprimary.co.uk/events/ 

Select “subscribe to calendar” 
underneath the calendar image and select 
your calendar type. 

https://barlowsprimary.co.uk/events/


Children’s University Au 1
Children’s University Clubs  

Children’s University Clubs commence 14/09/26 and will run until the end of this half term (Thursday 22/10/26).  

These clubs represent a wonderful opportunity for our pupils to engage in a variety of extra-curricular activities 
that are designed to extend their knowledge and experiences outside of the standard curriculum. 
The extra-curricular activities will be delivered by our dedicated school staff, who generously give up their time 
to provide these enriching experiences. We are pleased to offer a range of activities that cater to different 
interests and encourage our pupils to explore new areas of learning. 

Please be advised that places for each activity are limited. Therefore, it is crucial that you inform us if your child 
no longer wishes to participate in the activity they have been offered. This will allow us to extend the 
opportunity to other pupils who may be on the waiting list. 

It is important to note that while we encourage children to express their interest in participating in after-school 
activities, a place is not guaranteed unless you receive confirmation via Arbor. We continuously monitor club 
allocations to ensure that places are offered fairly to all pupils throughout the academic year. 

Should you have any questions or require further clarification regarding the University Clubs, please do not 
hesitate to contact Deputy Head, Mrs Kirby-Foy, via the school office. 

Thank you for your continued support. We look forward to another successful half term of engaging activities 



Events in September 2026
Year 4 - National Archives Online Treasures - Historical 

Enquiry Skills Monday 14/09/26 

Year 4 will  taking part in an exciting online workshop with the 
National Archives, where they will become history detectives and 
explore fascinating historical treasures from the past.  

During the session, pupils will develop their historical enquiry skills 
by examining original sources, asking questions, analysing evidence, 
and drawing conclusions about life in different periods of history.  

This engaging experience will help bring history to life 
while encouraging curiosity, critical thinking, and 
investigative learning. We look forward to sharing 
what our young historians discover! 

Year 5 and 6 - Bikeability 
Week commencing 07/09/26 and Week commencing 14/09/26 

We are delighted to offer our Year 5 and Year 6 pupils, who have not yet completed the course previously, an 
opportunity to complete Level 1 and Level 2 Bikeability training with BikeRight. The sessions take place on the 
Barlows site and in the local community with a focus on safe travel for pupils. 
Pupils should be able to ride unaided (without the support of stabilisers) to qualify for the sessions. Pupils are also 
required to have a roadworthy bicycle and helmet to use for the sessions. 

If you believe your child would benefit from these sessions and can ride unaided but does not have a bicycle or a 
helmet, please contact the school office to see how we can support participation with a small number of 
bicycles and helmets available to borrow from BikeRight. 

Further information is available via Arbor. Please note that this is now an 'Opt Out' opportunity - if you 
not wish for your child to take part, please contact the school office to notify the school. 

Reception - Balanceability  
Tuesdays in September 2026 and October 2026 

We are pleased to announce that our Reception Class will be 
engaging in a series of Balanceability sessions as part of their PE 
lessons. These sessions, expertly delivered by coaches from LSSP, 
aim to enhance children's essential balance skills. 

Balanceability is a foundational programme 
designed to prepare young learners for riding a 
bicycle. During these dynamic lessons, children will 
develop not only their physical coordination but also 
their confidence as they encounter various balancing 
activities. By mastering these skills early on, our students 
will significantly improve their readiness for cycling. 

Fair Trade Fortnight 
Barlows’ Awareness Raising Week - 

WC 28/09/26 

Our School Council are proud to be 
leading this year's Fairtrade Fortnight, 
helping to raise awareness of how 
Fairtrade supports farmers and producers 
around the world.  

Pupils will take part in a range of activities 
designed to explore global citizenship, 
ethical trade, and the importance of 
making responsible choices.  

The School Council will be sharing 
information in assemblies, leading 
discussions, and encouraging everyone to 
think about how small actions can make a 
big difference.  

We are excited to celebrate Fairtrade 
values together and inspire our pupils to 
become informed and compassionate 
global citizens. 



Events in September 2026
Meet the Team Sessions for Parents and Carers 

We are delighted to invite parents and carers to our 
Meet the Team sessions, led by our Phase Leaders.  

These sessions provide a wonderful opportunity to 
learn more about the curriculum, expectations, key 
events, and learning experiences planned for the year 
ahead.  
Parents and carers will have the chance to meet the 
staff who lead each phase and the team for the 
phase, ask questions, and find out how we can work 
together to support every child's success.  

We look forward to welcoming you and strengthening 
our partnership between home and school. 

Year 5 and Year 6 - 21/09/26  
Year 3 & Year 4 - 23/09/26 

Year 5 Royal Court Liverpool Theatre Visit 
Backstage Class 

Monday 21/09/26 

In September, our Year 5 pupils will be visiting the 
Royal Court Theatre, Liverpool, where they will gain 
invaluable insights into the behind-the-scenes world of 
theatre production. The children will take part in the 
'Backstage Class' workshop, providing access to areas 
typically unseen by the public.  

During the visit, students will have the unique 
opportunity to meet various professionals from the 
theatre industry, including stagehands, sound 
engineers, and set designers, who will share their 
expertise and experiences. Children will also get the 
change to stand on stage at the famous theatre to 
envision the life of a performer 
followed by a live Q&A session with 
industry professionals. 

Further details will follow via Arbor 
from the class teacher. 

Year 4 Museum of Liverpool Visit 
River Mersey: Gateway to the World Workshop 

Tuesday 22/09/26 

In September, our Year 4 pupils will be visiting the 
Museum of Liverpool to further develop their 
understanding on their Geography topic - Rivers. 

In the River Mersey: Gateway to the World workshop, 
students will discover how Liverpool became one of 
the world’s great ports and how this shaped the city 
of today. Children will explore the trade goods wall to 
identify examples of imports and exports to and from 
Liverpool. They will explore the significance of the 
geographical location of our city and the River Mersey 
as well as use their locational knowledge to identify 
the source locations of the traded goods. 

Further information will follow via Arbor from the class 
teachers. 

Introducing Pageticker!  
Workshop for parents and carers - EYFS & KS1 

We are excited to introduce PageTicker, our new digital 
reading platform that allows parents and carers to 
record and track their child's reading digitally at home.  

Mrs Taylor will be introducing and demonstrating 
PageTicker during our ‘Meet the Team’ sessions in the 
week commencing 21/09/26. This will give parents and 
carers an opportunity to see how the platform works, 
ask any questions and learn how to log their child's 
reading successfully. 

What is PageTicker? 
PageTicker is an easy-to-use online reading platform 
where parents/carers and children can log reading 
completed at home. This could include: 
· School reading books 
· Library books 
· Books read independently 
· Books shared with an adult 
· Comics and magazines 

Further sessions will take place on: 
28/09/26 - EYFS & KS1 at 3:40pm 



Events in September 2026
CUSP Money Matters Festival 

WC 28/09/26 

As part of our commitment to developing real-world knowledge 
and life skills, pupils will be taking part in the CUSP Money 
Matters Festival.  

Throughout the week, children will explore important financial 
concepts in an engaging and age-appropriate way, including 
saving, spending, budgeting, and making informed choices.  

Through lessons, discussions, and practical activities, pupils will 
build their understanding of money and develop the skills needed 
to become confident and responsible citizens.  

We look forward to seeing our learners apply their 
knowledge and share what they have discovered 
about managing money wisely. 

Year 6 Mini Medics 
Wednesday 30/09/26 

Our Year 6 pupils will be learning vital First Aid skills, in a session 
delivered to them by Elevate, on Wednesday 30th September. 

During the course, students will develop their knowledge of first 
aid kits, the recovery position, CPR, wounds and bleeding and 
more as well as how to keep themselves safe whilst caring for 
others. 

The sessions will take place at school. 

Key Stage 2 – National Literacy Trust 
Poems for Remembrance Online 

Workshop with Alan "Kurly" 
McGeachie  

Our Key Stage 2 pupils are excited to take 
part in the National Literacy Trust's Poems 
for Remembrance online workshop, led by 
renowned poet and performer Alan "Kurly" 
McGeachie.  

Through poetry, storytelling, and discussion, 
children will explore the importance of 
remembrance and reflect on themes such as 
courage, sacrifice, and hope.  

The workshop will inspire pupils to express 
their thoughts and emotions creatively while 
developing their reading, writing, and 
speaking skills. We look forward to seeing 
the thoughtful and imaginative responses 
produced by our young poets following this 
special event. 

Year 3 Gaudi - Local Area Visit - Geography 
Wednesday 30/09/26 

Year 3 are looking forward to their Gaudí Local Area Visit, where 
they will put their geography learning into practice by exploring 
the area around our school.  

During the visit, pupils will investigate different types of land use, 
observe how spaces are used within the local community, and 
develop their fieldwork skills.  They will also learn how to use 
compass points to identify and describe locations and directions.  

This hands-on experience will help children develop a deeper 
understanding of their local environment while 
building confidence in key geographical skills. 

Children’s University Parent/Carer 
Workshop 

Wednesday 30/09/26 

We are delighted to invite parents and 
carers to our Children’s University Parent 
Workshop. This session will introduce you to 
the exciting opportunities available through 
Children’s University and show how your 
child can gain recognition for learning 
beyond the classroom. 

Join us to learn how the programme works, 
how to access learning activities, and how 
you can support your child in developing 
new skills, confidence, and a love of lifelong 
learning. We will also explain the Children’s 
University Passport to Learning and 
celebrate the many ways children can earn 
credits through enriching experiences at 
home, school, and in the community. 



Events in October 2026
Maths Together - Practical Parent Workshops and Live Lessons 

Would you like to feel more confident supporting your child with maths at home? Join our interactive Maths 
Together sessions, led by our Maths Lead,Mr Allinson, where parents and carers can explore the methods, 
resources and strategies used throughout school. 

These practical, live workshops are open to all parents and carers, and you are welcome to bring your child along 
if you wish. During each session, we will work through engaging examples and activities from EYFS through to 
Key Stage 2, making them suitable for families with children of any age. 

You'll have the opportunity to try out a range of hands-on resources, ask questions, and learn simple ways to 
support learning at home. Best of all, every parent or carer attending will receive a free resource pack to take 
away and use with their child at each session. 

Whether you're looking for a refresher or simply want to find out how maths is taught in school today, we'd love 
to see you there! 

Monday 05/10/26 3:40pm and 5:10pm - Number facts and modelling with resources 

Thursday 08/10/26 3:40pm and 5:10pm - Multiple ways with addition 

Monday 19/10/26  3:40pm and 5:10pm - Multiple ways with subtraction 

Monday 2/11/26 3:40pm and 5:10pm - Multiple ways with multiplication 

Wednesday 4/11/26 3:40pm and 5:10pm - Multiple ways with division 



ADDvanced Solutions Community Network Sessions for Parents 
and Carers



Events in October 2026

Booking Link 
https://eu01web.zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_6lMl9SoGTYKTK52705Zz9Q?

Booking Link 
https://eu01web.zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_0dKd9Q2RRaat1FMLm5Pn6w? 

https://eu01web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_6lMl9SoGTYKTK52705Zz9Q?
https://eu01web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_0dKd9Q2RRaat1FMLm5Pn6w?


Events in October 2026

Register Here:

https://eu01web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_OIx3eLmOSliQD3ooEGEZyA? 

https://eu01web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_OIx3eLmOSliQD3ooEGEZyA?


Events in October 2026

Register Here:

https://eu01web.zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_qSrKotxQSPKg8YXrNYIgyA?


Register Here:

https://eu01web.zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_Yld3IkrITCOjgGe07Wq-8w?


https://eu01web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_qSrKotxQSPKg8YXrNYIgyA?
https://eu01web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_qSrKotxQSPKg8YXrNYIgyA?
https://eu01web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Yld3IkrITCOjgGe07Wq-8w?
https://eu01web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Yld3IkrITCOjgGe07Wq-8w?


Events in October 2026
Year 6 Educational Visits to Apple 

October 2025 

We are pleased to announce a series of educational 
visits for our Year 6 students to participate in Apple’s 
Learn to Code workshops.  
These visits are scheduled to take place in groups of 15 
students per visit as follows: 

• Thursday 01/10/26 (morning session) Y6 15 students 
• Tuesday 20/10/26 (morning session) Y6 15 students 
• Tuesday 03/11/26 (morning session) Y6 15 students 
• Tuesday 10/11/26 (morning session) Y6 15 students 

During this hands-on session, children will be introduced 
to the fundamentals of coding through fun, interactive 
challenges using Apple's Swift Playground app. 

The workshop is designed to develop computational 
thinking, problem-solving, creativity, and resilience, 
while giving pupils an insight into the world of computer 
programming. Guided by Apple team members, children 
will have the opportunity to create code, experiment 
with new ideas, and build confidence in their digital 
skills. 

This engaging experience supports the computing 
curriculum and aims to inspire the next generation of 
innovators, creators, and technology leaders. We are 
looking forward to a fun and educational day of learning 
outside the classroom. 

Introducing Pageticker!  
Workshop for parents and carers - KS2 

We are excited to introduce PageTicker, our new digital 
reading platform that allows parents and carers to 
record and track their child's reading digitally at home.  

Mrs Taylor will be introducing and demonstrating 
PageTicker during our ‘Meet the Team’ sessions in the 
week commencing 21/09/26. This will give parents and 
carers an opportunity to see how the platform works, 
ask any questions and learn how to log their child's 
reading successfully. 

What is PageTicker? 
PageTicker is an easy-to-use online reading platform 
where parents/carers and children can log reading 
completed at home. This could include: 
· School reading books 
· Library books 
· Books read independently 
· Books shared with an adult 
· Comics and magazines 

Further session will take place on: 
01/10/26 - KS2 at 3:40pm 

Y5/6 Positive Footprints Career Conversations: 
Daniel Geey - Sports Lawyer and Author  

As part of our Careers Education, Daniel Geey, sports 
lawyer and bestselling author, will deliver an online 
career conversation with our Year 5 and Year 6 pupils.  

During this inspiring session, Daniel will share insights 
into his career in sport, explain the role of a sports 
lawyer, and discuss the skills, 
determination, and opportunities that 
helped him achieve his goals. Our pupils 
will have the opportunity to contribute to 
a Q&A session with Daniel to find out 
more! 

National Poetry Day 
Thursday 01/10/26 

To celebrate National Poetry Day, Mrs Taylor will be 
leading a range of exciting poetry activities across the 
school, inspiring children to explore the power of 
words and self-expression.  

Pupils will enjoy reading, performing, and creating 
their own poems while discovering different styles and 
techniques used by poets. The day will encourage 
creativity, imagination, and a love of language, giving 
children the opportunity to share their ideas and 
celebrate poetry together.  

We look forward to seeing our young poets shine and 
hearing some of their wonderful creations. 



Events in October 2026

Year 6 Residential - CHET 
Monday 05/10/26 - Wednesday 07/10/26 

Our Year 6 pupils are looking forward to an exciting residential visit to CHET, where they will 
take part in a wide range of adventurous outdoor activities designed to challenge, inspire, and 
build confidence. Throughout the visit, children will enjoy activities such as climbing, archery, 
team-building challenges, raft building, crate stacking and problem-solving tasks, all led by 
experienced instructors in a safe and supportive environment. 

The residential provides a fantastic opportunity for pupils to develop resilience, independence, teamwork, and 
leadership skills while creating lasting memories with their classmates. By stepping outside their comfort zones and 
embracing new experiences, children will strengthen their confidence and learn the importance of cooperation, 
perseverance, and positive risk-taking. We are sure this will be a rewarding and unforgettable experience for all. 

Y6 LSSP Intraschool Competition – Dodgeball  
Friday 02/10/26 

Our Year 6 pupils will have the exciting opportunity to 
take part in an intraschool dodgeball competition 
organised by LSSP. This fun and active event will 
allow children to develop their teamwork, 
communication, agility, and strategic thinking skills 
while competing in a friendly and supportive 
environment. 

The session will take place on site at school and 
pupils will be required to wear their PE Kit. A reminder 
will be sent out via Arbor. 

Black History Month 
October 2026 

Throughout Black History Month, pupils will take part in a range of learning experiences that celebrate the 
achievements, contributions, and rich histories of people in the UK and around the world.  

Through classroom activities, stories, discussions, and curriculum enrichment, children 
will explore significant individuals, events, and cultures that have helped shape our 
society.  

This important month encourages reflection, respect, and understanding while promoting 
our school values of inclusion, equality, and diversity. We look forward to celebrating the many 
voices, stories, and achievements that make our communities stronger. 

World Space Week 
WC 05/10/26 

Get ready for World Space Week!  

Throughout the week, pupils will explore the wonders of 
space, science, technology, and discovery through a 

range of exciting learning activities.  

Children will learn about planets, stars, astronauts, and 
space exploration while developing their curiosity about 

the universe beyond Earth. World Space Week will 
inspire pupils to think big, ask questions, and discover 
how science and innovation help us understand our 

world and beyond.  



Year 2, Year 4 & Year 5 
Children's University Masterclass - Living With a Star 

Tuesday 06/10/26 

What is that huge, glowing ball in the sky that we call “the 
Sun”? Professor Robert Walsh, a solar physicist, will use some 
of the latest images and movies from space to help children 

understand how important our closest star is for life on Earth. 

Events in October 2026

Year 6 Residential - CHET 
Monday 05/10/26 - Wednesday 07/10/26 

Our Year 6 pupils are looking forward to an 
exciting residential visit to CHET, where they will 
take part in a wide range of adventurous 
outdoor activities designed to challenge, inspire, 
and build confidence.  

Throughout the visit, children will enjoy 
activities such as climbing, archery, team-
building challenges, raft building, crate stacking 
and problem-solving tasks, all led by 
experienced instructors in a safe and supportive 
environment. 

The residential provides a fantastic opportunity 
for pupils to develop resilience, independence, 
teamwork, and leadership skills while creating 
lasting memories with their classmates.  

By stepping outside their comfort zones and 
embracing new experiences, children will 
strengthen their confidence and learn the 
importance of cooperation, perseverance, and 
positive risk-taking. We are sure this will be a 
rewarding and unforgettable experience for all 
involved.

Harvest Festival and Foodbank Collection for North Liverpool Foodbank 
Monday 05/10/26 - Friday 09/10/26 

Our School Council are proud to be leading this year's Harvest Festival, helping our school community come 
together to support others through the spirit of generosity and kindness. During the week commencing Monday 5th 
October 2026, we will be collecting donations for North Liverpool Foodbank. 
We would be grateful for donations of the following items: tinned meat or fish, tinned vegetables, microwave rice, 
noodles, pasta, curry sauces, coffee, tea, UHT milk, tinned spaghetti, long-life fruit juice, tinned rice 
pudding, jam, instant mashed potato, and Pasta 'n' Sauce. 

Harvest is a wonderful opportunity for pupils to reflect on the importance of helping 
those in need and making a positive difference in our local community. We thank all 
families in advance for their kindness and support, and we look forward to making our 
collection a great success. 

Reception, Year 1 & Year 2 
Author Visit Assembly - Jude Lennon 

Friday 06/10/26 

We are delighted to welcome children's author Jude Lennon to 
school for a special visit with our Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 
pupils.  

During this exciting event, Jude will share her stories, talk 
about her journey as an author, and inspire children to develop 
a love of reading and writing. 

Jude's books are available to purchase at a special price of £7 
each, including a personalised message to your child. If you 
wish to purchase a copy, please contact or visit  
the school office. 



Events in October 2026
Phonics and Early Reading Sessions for Parents and Carers 

Monday 05/10/26 & Wednesday 07/10/26 at 3:45pm and 5:15pm 

As we continue to prioritise the development of strong foundational skills in literacy for our pupils, I am pleased to 
announce an upcoming Phonics and Early Reading session specifically designed for parents and carers. 

The sessions are as follows: 
• Monday 05/10/26 at at 3:45pm-4:30pm - Reception Parents and Carers 
• Monday 05/10/26 at at 5:15pm-6:00pm -  Reception Parents and Carers 
• Wednesday 07/10/26 at 3:45pm-4:30pm - Year 1 and Year 2 Parents and Carers 
• Wednesday 07/10/26 at 5:15pm-6:00pm - Year 1 and Year 2 Parents and Carers 

The aim of this event is to provide you with valuable insights into our phonics programme, including the methods 
and strategies we employ to encourage early reading skills among our pupils. 

Phonics is a vital component of our literacy curriculum, as it establishes the relationships between letters and 
sounds. A robust understanding of phonics enables children to decode words and develop their reading fluency. 
During the session, we will demonstrate various activities that you can engage in at home to reinforce these 
essential skills, ensuring your child’s reading journey is both enjoyable and effective. 

We encourage all parents and carers to attend, as your involvement plays a crucial role in your child's learning 
process. Supporting phonics development at home can significantly enhance your child's confidence and enjoyment 
of reading. 

If you have any questions or require further information, do not hesitate to reach out. 
Thank you for your continued support. We look forward to seeing you at the session. 

Year 3 Visit to Museum of Liverpool 
Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age Britain 

Workshop 
Tuesday 06/10/26 

During the workshop pupils will be able to touch objects 
including a flint axe that was made by early humans up to 
500,000 years ago, a polished axe head from the 
Neolithic period (more than 4000 years old), farming and 
fishing tools made from bone and deer antler, flint arrow 
heads, stone, bronze and iron axe heads, bone sewing 
needles, a stone quern that was made during the Bronze 
Age (more than 2500 years old), and many more objects 
to help pupils discover everyday life during these periods.  

Pupils will take on the role of 
archeologists and gain insight to the 
careers available at a museum. 

Further information about the trip 
will follow on Arbor. 

Nursery - Year 2 
Visit from Fazakerley Library Librarian 

Thursday 08/10/26 

On Thursday 08/10/26, our pupils from Nursery to 
Year 2 will enjoy a special visit from a librarian, who 
will share a selection of exciting stories and bring 
books to life through engaging storytelling.  

This fun session aims to inspire a love of reading, 
spark imagination, and encourage children to explore 
the world of books. 



Events in October 2026
ASD Coffee Morning 
Thursday 08/10/26 

The ASD training team will be in school for a free Face 
to Face question and answer session for any parents 
who have children with social communication or 
interaction concerns or issues. 

The session is open to parents/carers who have 
children waiting to be assessed for ASD or 
already have a diagnosis. This is a 
fantastic opportunity to speak to 
professionals to discuss any advice 
and questions you may have. 

Further information will follow via Arbor 

Parent Nurture Group 
Fridays starting on 09/10/26 

We are pleased to announce the launch of our second Parent Nurturing Programme, which is designed to provide 
support and guidance for families facing challenges at home with their children. 

This initiative will be led by experienced staff members from Barlows Primary School – Mrs A M Berry and Mrs K 
Williams – and will commence from 9th October 2026 for eight sessions this term. 

The programme offers a supportive atmosphere, where parents and carers can engage in meaningful activities. 
Our aim is to create a space where you can connect with other families, share experiences, and acquire valuable 
strategies to navigate the complexities of parenting. 

We are able to accommodate up to at least 10 families for this enriching experience, and we are delighted to 
inform you that there is no cost associated 
with participation.  

The sessions are structured to promote 
engagement and will provide practical tools 
that can be beneficial in your role as a 
parent or carer. The dates for the sessions 
are as follows: 
· Friday 9th October 2026 
· Friday 16th October 2026 
· Friday 23rd October 2026 
· Friday 6th November 2026 
· Friday 13th November 2026 
· Friday 20th November 2026 
· Friday 27th November 2026 
· Friday 4th December 2026 
· Friday 11th December 2026 

Further information will follow on Arbor.

Year 4 
The Old Dock Tour 

Thursday 08/10/26 

As part of their enrichment activities linked 
to their 
Geography unit on rivers. 

During the visit, the children will 
take a trip below Liverpool One to 
visit and learn about the historic 
dock of Liverpool, shipping trade 
and conditions at the original dock 
site in Liverpool. 

This is an exciting opportunity that we are sure the 
children will enjoy!



The Big Draw Festival 
October 2026 

This year, we are delighted to be taking part in The Big Draw Festival 
2026, a worldwide celebration of drawing, creativity, and self-
expression.  

“The Big Draw Festival is the world’s biggest celebration of drawing and 
it takes place across the globe every year from 1-31 October.  

Since its launch in 2000, The Big Draw Festival has championed 
drawing as a universal language and a powerful tool for learning, self-
expression, and innovation.  

The Big Draw Festival is made up of thousands of drawing activities 
that connect people of all ages with schools, galleries, museums, 
libraries, heritage sites, village halls, refugee organisations, outdoor 
spaces, artists, scientists, designers, illustrators, inventors and each 
other. “ 

Throughout the festival, pupils will explore how drawing can be used to communicate ideas, solve problems, tell 
stories, and develop imagination across a wide range of subjects.  

Through exciting creative activities, children will be encouraged to experiment, take risks, and enjoy the process of 
creating.  

We look forward to showcasing our pupils' artistic talents and celebrating the joy of drawing as a powerful tool for 
learning, creativity, and wellbeing. 

Events in October 2026
SEND Parent / Carer Meetings with SENDCO  

Week Commencing 12/10/26 

As part of our ongoing commitment to supporting all children in their learning and development, our Special 
Educational Needs and Disabilities Coordinator (SENDCo), Mrs Berry, will be offering parent/carer meetings for 
parents and carers of pupils on the SEND register and also any parent or career whose child may not be identified 
as on the SEND register but wish to discuss possible SEND needs during the week commencing 12/10/26. 

These meetings present a valuable opportunity for parents and carers to engage with our SENDCo, who is 
dedicated to ensuring that each child receives the appropriate support tailored to their individual needs.  

During these meetings, we will discuss strategies and interventions that can facilitate your child's learning and 
address any concerns you may have regarding their progress. 

We encourage all parents and carers of children with special educational needs to attend these meetings where 
possible. Your involvement is crucial in fostering a collaborative approach to support your child's educational 
journey. The sessions will provide an environment in which you can ask questions, share experiences, and receive 
tailored advice concerning your child's needs. 

Further details of how to book an appointment will be sent out in due course. We look forward to seeing you at the 
SENDCo meetings. 



Making Maths Matter: A 
Parent Workshop for Families 
Monday 12/10/26 at 3:40pm 

- KS2 Families 
Wednesday 14/10/26 at 

3:40pm - EYFS & KS1 Families 

We are excited to be taking part in 
the National Numeracy Schools 
and Families Programme, an 
initiative designed to help children 
and their families develop 
confidence and enjoyment in 
maths. Throughout the 
programme, families are 
encouraged take part in engaging 
maths activities, provided by 
school, to promote discussion 
around maths at home. 

To launch the programme, we will 
be holding a family workshop, 
where parents and carers can 
discover practical ways to support 
their child's mathematical learning 
at home. Families will also be 
invited to enjoy a series of fun 
homework challenges and 
activities that encourage children 
and adults to work together, 
explore maths in real-life 
situations, and celebrate their 
progress. 

We look forward to working with 
families to help every child 
develop the confidence and skills 
they need to succeed in 
maths and 
beyond. 

Musical Mondays – Alice Phelps – Classical Crossover Double Bassist and Vocalist  
Monday 12/10/26 

Alice Phelps is a talented double bassist, vocalist, and composer who creates imaginative, genre-blending music that 
inspires curiosity and creativity. Performing under the name Phellotape, she also works with a number of acclaimed 
orchestras and ensembles. 
During the session, led by our music partner - Resonate, pupils will learn  
about Alice’s career as a professional musician, discover the unique sounds of the double bass, 
and gain an insight into how music can be used to tell stories and express ideas.  
This promises to be an inspiring opportunity to explore the world of music from the classroom. 

Events in October 2026

EU Coding Week 
Week Commencing 12/10/26 

We are excited to be taking part in EU Code Week, a celebration of coding, 
digital creativity, and problem-solving.  

Throughout the week, pupils will engage in a variety of fun and interactive 
activities designed to develop their understanding of computer science and 
computational thinking. From programming and debugging to creating digital 
projects, children will explore how technology shapes the world around us 
while building valuable skills for the future.  

EU Code Week is a fantastic opportunity to inspire creativity, 
resilience, and innovation, and we look forward to seeing our 
pupils become confident young coders. 

Key SATs 2 SATs Parent 
Information Meeting 
Thursday 15/10/26 

We would like to invite all Year 6 
parents and carers to our SATs 
Information Meeting, where we will 
share important information about 
the Key Stage 2 SATs assessments 
taking place later this academic year.  

The session will provide an overview 
of the tests, explain how children are 
being prepared in school, and offer 
practical advice on how families can 
support learning and wellbeing at 
home.  

There will also be an opportunity to 
ask questions and gain a better 
understanding of 
what to expect in 
the months ahead.  

Year 5 and Year 6 Knife Crime 
Class Assemblies - PCSOs 
Wednesday 14/10/2026 

Year 5 and Year 6 pupils will take 
part in an important Knife Crime 
Awareness Assembly delivered by 
our local PCSOs. Through age-
appropriate discussions, pupils will 
learn about the dangers and 
consequences associated with 
carrying knives, as well as the 
importance of making safe and 
responsible choices.  
The session will encourage children 
to think about personal safety, peer 
pressure and where to seek help if 
they are worried about themselves 
or others. This valuable assembly 
will help pupils develop confidence, 
resilience and an understanding of 
how they can contribute to keeping 
themselves and their communities 
safe.



Liverpool Maths Party 
Friday 16/10/26 

Our pupils are excited to take part in the Liverpool 
Maths Party, a fun-filled celebration of maths that 
brings learning to life through exciting challenges, 
puzzles, games, and hands-on activities.  

The event, which will be led by 
our maths lead, Mr Allinson, 
encourages children to explore 
maths in a creative and 
enjoyable way, helping them 
to build confidence and 
develop problem-solving 
skills. 
Children will have the 
opportunity to collaborate, think creatively, and 
celebrate the joy of mathematics in a lively and 
engaging environment. We look forward to hearing all 
about their mathematical adventures! 

Events in October 2026

Year 6 - Build a Canal Workshop - Rivers and 
Canals Trust 

Tuesday 20/10/26 

Year 6 pupils will take part in an engaging 'Build a Canal' 
workshop delivered by the Rivers and Canals Trust.  

Working collaboratively in teams, the 
children will explore the fascinating 
history and engineering behind 
Britain’s canals before putting their 
knowledge into practice by designing 
and constructing their own model 
canals to support their learning in 
Design Technology this term.

Year 6 - Visit to Stanley Dock - Rivers and 
Canals Trust 

Wednesday 21/10/26 

Following on from their 'Build a Canal' workshop in 
school, our Year 6 pupils will visit Stanley Dock to 
explore its historic architecture, engineering, and 
innovative design features.  

During the visit, children will investigate how 
structures are designed and built, gaining inspiration 
from one of Liverpool’s most iconic waterfront 
locations. The experience will provide valuable real-
world links to their DT studies, encouraging pupils to 
think creatively, solve problems, and consider how 
design meets both practical and aesthetic needs.  

We are sure this fascinating 
visit will deepen their 
understanding and inspire their 
own design projects back in 
the classroom. 

Year 5 - Visit to Sefton Park Palm House 
Wednesday 21/10/26 

As part of their Geography learning, our Year 5 pupils will 
visit the iconic Sefton Park Palm House to develop their 
understanding of biomes and the diverse environments 
found around the world. During the visit, children will 
explore a wide variety of plants from different climates 
and discover how living things adapt to their 
surroundings. 

This exciting hands-on experience will bring classroom 
learning to life, helping pupils to deepen 
their knowledge of ecosystems, climate 
zones, and biodiversity.

View and Order CGP Books at School Discounted Rates 
Tuesday 13/10/26 - 3:40pm and 5:10pm 

We're pleased to offer families the opportunity to purchase a range of CGP Booster and Revision 
Books for all year groups. These popular books provide engaging activities, clear explanations, 
and practical practice questions to help reinforce learning at home. 

Parents and carers are invited to view the available titles and select resources that best 
support their child's learning journey, with advice available from teachers, in the school hall.  

Whether your child would benefit from extra practice, revision support, or additional 
challenges, there is a CGP book to suit every stage. We encourage families to take a look 
and make the most of these valuable learning resources.



Barlows Annual Pumpkin Carving Competition 
Wednesday 21st October 2026 

Are you an expert at pumpkin carving or are keen to have a go? Get involved in our Pumpkin carving competition! 

How to enter 
To take part and enter the competition, send your carved pumpkin in to school on Wednesday 21st October 2026.  
Please remember to include your child’s name and class with their pumpkin. 

Come and see the entries and vote for your favourite! 
The pumpkins will be put on display in the school hall, ready for you to view from 3:30pm to 4:15pm. (Pumpkins 
can then be taken home on the Thursday). 

Certificates 
Certificates will be awarded for winning entries, so remember to include your name or family name if it is a group 
effort! 

Voting 
At the viewing (Wednesday 21/10/26 3:30pm-4:30pm) you will be given a slip of paper to 
vote for your favourite designs. The winner will be revealed on Thursday 22/10/26.

Halloween Disco - Reception,Year 1 & Year 2 
Thursday 22/10/26, 4:30pm-5:30pm 

As part of our fundraising activities we will be holding a Halloween disco  
for Reception, Year 1 & Year 2 on Thursday 22/10/26, 4:30pm-5:30pm.  

Entry is £1 per pupil - Fancy dress is welcome but not essential.  

Halloween Disco - Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6 
Thursday 22/10/26, 5:30pm-7:00pm 

As part of our fundraising activities we will be holding a Halloween disco  
for Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6 on Thursday 22/10/26, 5:30pm-7:00pm 

Entry is £1 per pupil - Fancy dress is welcome but not essential.  

A tuck shop will be available - maximum spend £2 

October Half Term and INSET Day 
School will be closed to pupils on Friday 23/10/26 for an INSET Day. 

October Half term takes place between Monday 26/10/26 - Friday 30/10/26.  
Pupils will be welcomed back to school after the half term break on Monday 03/11/25. 

Spooky Autumn Events 2026



Term Dates 2026-2027



Attendance Reminder 

As a school community, we are committed to providing the best possible education for our students. A crucial 
aspect of this commitment is ensuring that students attend school regularly and punctually. Research consistently 
demonstrates that good attendance is directly linked to academic success and overall well-being. 

Every day at school brings valuable learning opportunities, and it is vital that each child participates fully in their 
education. Regular attendance not only enhances individual learning but also contributes to a positive and 
engaging classroom environment. 

If your child is unwell and unable to attend school, we kindly ask that you notify us 
before 8:30am on the morning of their absence. This will enable us to keep accurate 
records and ensure that we can provide appropriate support for your child.  

Reminders

Punctuality Reminder 

Our school day officially begins at 8:45 am, providing students with a chance to settle in and 
prepare for lessons that commence promptly at 9:00 am.  

Punctuality is crucial as it not only sets a positive tone for the day but also demonstrates respect for the learning 
environment and the educational process.  

Arriving on time allows students to engage fully with their lessons and fosters a commitment to their own 
academic success. 

We have observed that a small number of students are arriving after 9:00 am, which can cause disruption not 
only to their own learning but also to that of their peers.  

Late arrivals often miss important instructions and can find it challenging to integrate smoothly into ongoing 
activities. Consequently, it is essential that we work together to encourage students to arrive at school with ample 
time to spare. 

To support your child in gaining the habit of punctuality, we recommend the following strategies: 

Routine Setting: Establishing a consistent morning routine will help your child prepare for the school day and 
ensure they arrive on time. This may include setting earlier wake-up times and organising belongings the night 
before. 

Travel Arrangements: Please review your child's travel arrangements to ensure they allow sufficient time to reach 
school before the start of lessons. 

Positive Reinforcement: Recognising and celebrating instances of punctuality can motivate your child to maintain 
this habit. 

We kindly ask for your cooperation in reinforcing the importance of punctuality with your child. Together, we can 
ensure that every student has the best possible opportunity to thrive in their educational journey. 
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